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From the Executive Director…. 
 In February, we hosted our Annual Town Hall Membership Meeting and a BID – 
Crime Prevention Meeting.  Both were attended by many of our BID business merchants 
and volunteers.  We hope our Annual Town Hall Membership Meeting gave to those who 
attended, an idea of what was accomplished and what we are striving for in 2010.  
Changes we will definitely have in place by our 2011 Annual Town Hall Membership 
Meeting will include copies of our financial records as well as our Annual Report and  
Operating Plan.   Representatives from WE Energies presented our building owners with 
ways to conserve energy and incentives to improve the buildings making them energy star 
efficient.  We encourage building owners to take advantage of these suggestions and  
incentives, helping them and their tenants save money and energy. 
 I would like to thank Lt. Ed Benish, from the Crime Prevention Unit, and Officer 
Rod Nelson for taking the time to meet with BID business owners at our BID-Crime  
Prevention Meeting.  Those who attended were given the chance to ask questions  
regarding procedures, whether they are an emergency or not, patrol units, parking, graffiti, 
thefts and homeless individuals.  This two-hour session was very informative and should 
be attended by all.  If I could relay one thing from this meeting it was that if anyone,  
business owner or employee, sees anything suspicious they should contact the West Allis 
Police Department at 414-302-8000.  Our next BID-Crime Prevention Meeting is  
scheduled for Wednesday, May 5th at 8am at Steakhouse 100.   
 The BID Merchant Appreciation Picnic is scheduled for Wednesday, May 19th 
from 11am to 1pm behind Avant Garde, located at 7219 W. Greenfield Avenue.   
Invitations will be mailed to all our BID Business Merchants.  All BID Business  
Merchants and their employees are invited! 
 It is with great honor that we recognize Don Falk, owner of B & K Bar Supplies, as 
being named 2010 West Allis Citizen of the Year.  Don was honored at an awards banquet 
held on Friday, February 19th.  Don, as chair for our DWA, Inc. Promotions Committee, 
has devoted a tremendous amount of his time in keeping our promotional events alive and 
prosperous.  Congratulations Don!! 
 Volunteering as a Downtown West Allis Business Improvement District Board 
Member does have some benefits.  One of these advantages is to be honored by the City of 
West Allis for volunteering their time and energy to our organization.  On Wednesday, 
March 31st, the following Board Members were honored for Citizens Service: 
· Tom Miller (Steakhouse 100) & Chet Parker (The Wedding Centre) – 2 years 
· Diane Brandt (WAWM Chamber of Commerce) – 5 years 
· Timothy Klare (M & I Bank) & Douglas Persich (West Allis Dental Care) – 10 years 
· Alex Geiger (Model Empire) – 20 years 
· Jim Mejchar (Citizen) – 75 years 
Congratulations to all! 
 
Sincerely, 
Dianne Eineichner 
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Tim Klare (Chair), Tom Miller, Alex Geiger, Doug Persich, Chet Parker, Sherry Saiki, Diane Brandt, Cody Pyfer,  

Kurt Potochich and Patrick Schloss 
  

Strategic Plan - One of the goals set forth from our Strategic Plan is to establish niches/clusters within our  
businesses and work together in marketing these clusters.  Tom Miller, owner of Steakhouse 100, Scott Bunker, 
owner of Bunker’s and Greg Barczak & Suzy Ball, owners of 88 Keys Piano Martini Lounge have already 
started this type of marketing by producing restaurant cards that can be used at six different locations within 
West Allis.   
Our committee is hoping to get two more of these clusters established and marketing before the end of 2010.  We 
have several ideas some of which include a “fix-it”, “wedding”, “retail” and “health care” clusters.  Downtown 
West Allis businesses can be included in one or more clusters.  These clusters would meet on a monthly basis 
discussing possible marketing techniques as well as getting to know other business owners within the BID. 
If you are interested in being part of one or more clusters or if you have an idea for another such cluster, please 
call the BID office at 414-774-2676.  Office staff will relay the information to our committee for discussion.  Or 
if you would like to join us to discuss your ideas our meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 
8am in the BID office located at 7231 W. Greenfield Avenue – Suite 201.   
Organizational Committee - The Economic Development Committee has formed a sub-committee entitled 
“Organizational Committee.”  One of the goals for the Organizational Committee is to reach out to the  
community and get their support for our area.  Our website: www.DowntownWestAllis.org invites residents to 
help support the BID either financially or by shopping local.  Through these efforts and partnerships, our goal is 
to promote and make West Allis residents aware of all the great businesses we have to offer.   
Our Organizational Committee would like to recognize Patrick Schloss, City of West Allis – Development  
Department, as a partner with Downtown West Allis, Inc.  Patrick will receive a membership card, our quarterly 
newsletter and savings at one of our promotional events.  Thanks to Patrick for stepping up and becoming the 
first partner of DWA, Inc. 
 

  Business Brochures – Have you seen the new Downtown West Allis, Inc Business  
  Brochures?  With the talents of our committee members, Stephanie Halfmann and Jeremy 
  Eineichner, a new look has been incorporated to our old business brochures.   If you would 
  like to have brochures in your store for your visitors or customers, please contact the 
  BID office at 414-774-2676. Night Life and cluster brochures are currently being worked on. 
  If you have any ideas, please let us know. 
 
  BID-Crime Prevention– Mark Wednesday, May 5, 2010 at 8am at Steakhouse 100 on your 
  calendar.  On that date we will hold our 2nd BID-Crime Prevention Meeting.  If you missed 
  the February meeting, try to attend this one.  It is a great way to hear first hand what is  
  happening in West Allis and get answers to all your questions.   
 
  New Businesses—Welcome to Patriot Wireless and its owners Amy Shallow and Noah 
  Bern.  Located at 7234 W. Greenfield Avenue, Patriot Wireless specializes in cellular phone 
  service.  They are open Monday through Friday, 10am to 7pm and Saturday 10am to 4pm. 
  Everything Sow Sacred, owner Patricia Minniefield, is a unique art boutique featuring home 
made artwork, cards and accessories.  Everything Sow Sacred is located at 7441 W. Greenfield 

Avenue Suite 16.  Patricia is open Monday through Friday, 10am to 5pm and Saturdays 10am to 3pm.  SOW A 
LITTLE TIME WITH US. 
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Don Falk (Chair), Jim Mejchar, Jim Melotte, Gloria Hawkins, Chet Parker, Brent Holmes, Diane Latinovich,  
Diane Brandt, Stephanie Halfmann, Sarah Kaminski and Kurt Potochich 

 

  Our Promotions Committee is working on a few new activities and rekindling some old ideas in making 
people aware of Downtown West Allis.  What we have schedule so far for 2010 are: 
 
Memorial Day Parade – Monday, May 31st at 10am.  Join our staff and other business merchants in participating 

in the Memorial Day Parade through Downtown West Allis.  A banner stating “Shop Local – Shop  
Downtown West Allis” will be carried along Greenfield Avenue.  If you are interested in participating, please 
contact Dianne at 414-774-2676 for more information. 

Senior Discount Day – The second Thursday of each month (May through October).  Be one of many businesses 
spotlighted as a business giving a discount to our visitors age 55 and over.  Advertising and posters will be 
made available to those who want to partake in this activity.  If interested, please contact Dianne at  
414-774-2676 no later than Friday, April 23rd. 

 
3rd Annual West Allis Ala Carte – Sunday, June 6th from 12noon to 6pm.  Many businesses 
have already shown an interest by signing up for this spring event.  If you have not signed up 
and are interested, please contact the BID office.  Deadline for vendors is Friday, April 23rd. 
 

 
4th of July Parade – Friday, July 2nd at 7pm.  Show your support of your Downtown by walking or driving down 

Greenfield Avenue, in this annual West Allis Parade.  
National Night Out – July 26th.  DWA-BID will be present at this community event hosting games and handing 

out brochures about our area. 
Settlers’ Weekend – Saturday and Sunday, August 28th & 29th.  Downtown West Allis BID will join the City 

of West Allis in recalling the history of our settlers.  Our historic posters will be on display and our staff and 
volunteers will be hosting a few games. 

20th Annual Downtown West Allis Classic Car Show – Sunday, October 3rd from 10am to 3pm.  Join us as we 
spotlight over 400 classic cars.  Music, food, games and many, many classic cars and their owners will be on 
hand to make the day a fabulous event. 

Downtown West Allis Meet & Treat – Saturday, October 30th from 10am to 12noon.  Be one of the many  
businesses that participate in the family event.  Last year, over 400 children and their families visited us on 
Greenfield Avenue for treats.  We also collected over 19 boxes filled with non-perishable food items for Holy  
Assumptions Food Pantry.   

Christmas On The Avenue – Saturday, December 4th.  The day is set for Downtown West Allis’ Christmas On 
The Avenue followed by the West Allis Christmas Parade.  More details such as time and featured activities 
will come at a later date.  Mark this date on your calendars! 

 
Other ideas our Promotion Committee is considering are: 

Fridays After Five – Business owners stay open until 8pm to accommodate customers who cannot shop 
DWA during normal business hours. 

Art Crawls  – Business owners invite artists to display their talents within their businesses for a night of  
viewing and socializing. 

 
As you can see, our Promotions Committee is hard at work looking for ways to make Downtown West Allis a 
great place to shop, visit and socialize.  We are always looking for suggestions and ideas.  Why not attend one of 
our Promotions Committee Meetings.  They are held on the second Tuesday of each month starting at 12noon in 
the BID office. 
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Alex Geiger (Chair), Jim Melotte, Brent Holmes, Chet Parker, Kurt Potochich and Steve Schaer  
 

 Our goal over these past winter months was to keep the corners and crosswalks clear of ice and snow.  
Over the past few years, business merchants and property owners have struggled to keep the snow cleared and 
make our businesses easily accessible during the snowy months.  We have listened to customers’ and visitors’ 
concerns about climbing snow banks or walking a half block to get to a businesses because there were no walkouts 
cleared for them to use.   
 Our Design Committee decided to be pro-active this year.  Many of you know the process we went through 
to get a contractor to shovel the snow at our corners, crosswalks and walkouts.  We are proud to say that with 
some minor ‘tweaks,’ we have developed a system whereby our sidewalks and businesses will be accessible 
during our Wisconsin winter months.  After much thought, we have decided to pay the extra fee and have the  
contractor return the following night (after the City of West Allis’ plows have gone through and cleaned 
Greenfield Avenue) and redo the corners, crosswalks and walkouts.  We hope this extra step will help our visitors 
and customers have a positive shopping experience in Downtown West Allis. 
 

With permission from the City of West Allis, our Design Committee will 
once again be working with MATC students in constructing brick flower 
planters for Greenfield Avenue.  Our test planter, located outside Model Em-
pire, has had many positive responses.  MATC students will be building six 
planters.  These planters will be placed on Greenfield Avenue between 70th 
and 71st Street.  Three on the north side and three on the south side of 
Greenfield.  We will plant hearty colorful plants in these planters to add a 
touch of beauty along the street.   
The brick planters will be watered, weeded and maintained by high school 
students during the summer months.   We hope business merchants will also 
take pride in these planters by keeping them trash and cigarette free.   
Installation of the six planters should be complete by June 1st.  If you have 
any thoughts as to how we can use the planters during our holiday seasons, 
please let us know by contacting Dianne at 414-774-2676. 

 
 Our Design Committee will again, be hiring two high school students to weed and pick up trash.  We found 
great success last year with this project.  Weeds were kept under control and the street was kept trash free.  In  
getting ready for spring, our committee will be removing the old mulch and adding new mulch to our tree beds 
sometime in April.  
 We are always looking for committee members.  If you would like to join us, our meetings are scheduled 
for the second Wednesday of each month at 8am in the BID office.  Hope to see you there! 
 
 

Just a reminder: 
Earth Day 

Thursday, April 22, 2010 
 

Keep Downtown West Allis Clean  
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Save The Date! 
2010 West Allis Community Dinner Benefit 

Benefiting the West Allis - WISH 
(Women Initiate Self-Healing & Hope), 
A Domestic Violence Support Group 

Saturday, May 8, 2010 
Columbus Club 

1800 South 92 Street 
Cocktails, Dinner, 

Music & Silent Auction  
Tickets available at West Allis City Hall  

or  call 414-302-8292  

Happy 40th Anniversary Cook’s  
Located at 7321 W. Greenfield Avenue, Cook’s Cake Decorating and Candy Supply 
has been in business since August of 1970.  In May of 1972, Cook’s relocated to 
Downtown West Allis from Hales Corners.   
During the summer of 2003, Cook’s Cake and Candy launch their online store.  The 
business growth led to new offices and a large distribution center.  But through it all, 
Cook’s Cake and Candy remain a historic fixture in our Downtown West Allis  
Business Improvement District’s retail community. 
At cookscakeandcandy.com, you can find all of the cake decorating supplies you 
need in one place. We also have an extensive selection of cookie making and  
decorating items, candy making molds and ingredients and every tool you will need 
to take your decorating hobby to the level of pure artistry! 
 

Congratulations to store manager, Ann Hutchinson,  
and her staff for 40 years of sweet success!!  

Memorial Day Celebration 
Monday, May 31, 2010 

Parade: 10am 
Parade Route is west on Greenfield Avenue 
from70th to 75th, south on 75th to National 
Ave., east on National Avenue to Veterans’ 
Memorial Park. 
Memorial Service: 11am 
Veterans’ Memorial Park, 70th & National 
Ave. 

Business After Five 
Thursday, April 22, 2010 

 
Be on hand to tour our Downtown West Allis BID 
businesses whose owners have recently become  

WAWM Chamber members. 
 

Mark your calendars!! 
More information to follow. 

 



The Downtowner is published Quarterly for the  
Downtown West Allis Business Merchants.   
 
Printing of this newsletter courtesy of :  Avant-Garde  

7231 West Greenfield Avenue 
Downtown West Allis,  WI   53214 

 

 

    Wednesday, May 5th BID—Crime Prevention Mtg: 8am (Steakhouse 100) 
   Tuesday, May 11th   Promotions Committee meeting:  12Noon 
   Wednesday, May 12th  Design Committee meeting:  8am 
   Tuesday, May 18th    Economic Development meeting:  8am 
   Wednesday, May 19th  BID Merchant Appreciation Picnic: 11am—1pm 
   Wednesday, May 26th   Board of Directors meeting:  8am 
   Monday, May 31st     Memorial Day Parade: 10am down Greenfield Ave. 

Important Dates to Keep Open 

Visit our website! 

DowntownWestAllis.org 

Don’t forget to: 

 

    Sunday, June 6, 2010 3rd Annual West Allis Ala Carte: 12noon—6pm 
   Tuesday, June 8th          Promotions Committee meeting:  12Noon 
   Wednesday, June 9th   Design Committee meeting:  8am 
   Tuesday, June 15th   Economic Development Committee meeting:  8am 
   Wednesday, June 23rd  Executive Board Meeting:  8am 
   Wednesday, June 30th  DWA, Inc. Board of Directors Meeting:  8am 

     Friday, April 9th  City Hall Meeting:  11am 
    Tuesday, April 13th  Promotions Committee meeting: 12Noon 
    Wednesday, April 14th   Design Committee meeting: 8am 
    Tuesday, April 20th  Economic Development meeting:  8am 
    Wednesday, April 28th   Board of Directors meeting:  8am 

Next Issue 
The next issue of “The Downtowner” will be distributed the beginning of July.  If your business has any information you would 
like to have included in “The Downtowner”, please contact Dianne at 414-774-2676.  You can also submit your article via fax at 
414-774-7728 or e-mail at promtions@downtownwestallis.org.  The deadline is Friday, June 18, 2010.  


