
 A Newsletter published for and by the Downtown West Allis Business Improvement District, Downtown West Allis Business Improvement District, Downtown West Allis Business Improvement District, Downtown West Allis Business Improvement District, managed by DWA Inc. 
7231 W. Greenfield Ave., Suite 201, West Allis, Wisconsin  53214    
P: (414) 774-2676    F: (414) 774-7728                              www.downtownwestallis.com        July/August/September  2006 

2006 
BID / Inc. 
Board of 
Directors 

 
Doug Persich, DDS 

President 
West Allis Dental Care 

258-2500 
 

Jim Melotte 
Vice President 
Avant-Garde 
607-4068 

 
Timothy Klare 

Treasurer 
M&I Bank 
476-0900 

 
Barb Zadrozny 

Secretary 
Queen’s Closet 

771-0033 
 

Jackie Ellington 
B.I.D. President 
D.C. Ellington  

453-0770 
 

Patrick Schloss 
Ex-Officio 

City of West Allis 
302-8468 

Board of 
Directors 

Continued... 
    

Don Falk 
B & K Bar Supplies 

259-9161 
 

Alex Geiger 
Model Empire 

453-4610 
 

Gloria Hawkins 
Hawkins Clock Center 

258-1144 
 

Jim Mejchar 
Citizen 

546-3820 
 

Mike Matel 
Freese’s Candy Shoppe 

453-5353 
 

Greg Gorak 
Past President 

Quest Corp. 
475-1400 

 
Tom Doyle 

Doyle’s Milwaukee 
Inn 

456-1000 

Mission: 
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 “Build a Positive Image that Encourages  
Customer Growth and Community Involvement” 

 

President’s Report  
 

Hanging Flower Baskets Update:  Last month I mentioned we were conferring with the City of 
West Allis regarding Common Council approval to place the baskets on the city’s light poles.  The 
Common Council unanimously approved the hanging of the baskets on the city’s light poles with 
certain conditions. The following are requirements that the city put forth: the supporting arms are to 
be consistent with the warranty of the light poles, the baskets are installed and taken down by the 
City’s Public Works Department and the BID must make arrangements to store the baskets.  
 
On Thursday, June 22nd, The Milwaukee County Economic Development Committee Board of Su-
pervisors voted in favor of a $7,500.00 grant towards the purchase of the hanging baskets.   
 
City of West Allis Centennial Celebration:  Thanks to Jim Melotte and Brent Holmes for the work 
they did decorating Brent’s pickup truck used in the Centennial Parade.  Brent & Jim drove the truck 
while Brian Preiss and Don Falk walked alongside through the parade route. Barb Hart and Mark 
Ellington assisted Brian with putting together the history of Downtown poster boards displayed in our 
booth at the Centennial Festival. Jim Melotte & Brent Holmes braved the rain Sunday morning while 
setting up our booth at the State Fair.  Jackie Ellington & Don Falk manned the booth Sunday after-
noon.  Our Downtown Businesses were well represented.  Please consider joining us for the West 
Allis 4th of July Parade. 
 
Walking Tour of the Downtown Area:  We have rescheduled our Walking Tour to coincide with the 
West Allis Arts A’Fair.  This event will take place Saturday, September 16th.  Look for more  
information coming your way.   
 
Downtown West Allis BID Services:  The BID is continuing their efforts to ensure the  
continued success of a great downtown: 
• Three years ago as a part of the Streetscape Program we planted flowers on both the north 

and south side of Greenfield Avenue.  Present conditions i.e. soil conditions, winter salt, pedes-
trian traffic as well as street parking have prohibited any possibility of constant plant growth on 
the south side of the street.  The flowers on the north side of the street are growing nicely.  We 
are currently formulating additional measures to improve the aesthetics of the street level plant-
ers on the south side of Greenfield Ave.  One of our alternatives, the fencing as pictured in the 
May/June Newsletter has been opposed by the city.  We are continuing to work with the City 
regarding appropriate alternatives for the south side of the street. 

• We have contracted with an individual to spend two hours twice a week to remove any trash on 
Greenfield Ave.  As a part of the Streetscape Program, park benches, decorative walkways and 
ornamental lighting added much needed aesthetic accoutrements to our downtown, enhancing 
the downtown’s pedestrian environment.   

• We have been active in West Allis community events.  Through these events we promote our 
local businesses and encourage others to experience and to seek out truly extraordinary  

        products, services and personalities that can only be found in downtown West Allis. 
 
Dr. Douglas Persich 
DWA, Inc. President 
West Allis Dental Care 
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Executive Directors Report—Brian J Preiss 
Graffiti 

These scribblings have damaged property and caused undue  
expenses regarding it’s removal. 
 
In an effort to stem the proliferation of graffiti, please find a summary of the infor-
mation provided by Lt. Robert Navarrette, of the West Allis Police Department 
Crime Prevention Unit. 
 
Once “tagged”, allowing the graffiti to remain, sends a message that this type of 
behavior is acceptable and encourages other offenders to degrade the  
community with more graffiti or other vandalism.  You are encouraged to file a 
police report by calling 302-8000. 
 
After the police report is made, we are asking you to remove graffiti as soon as 
possible.  Assistance is available from the City of West Allis.  A power washer is 
available to use.  To use the washer please call 302-8000. 
 
• Painted Surfaces:  Graffiti on painted surfaces will have to be painted over 

whether your exterior paint is latex or oil as chemical graffiti removers also 
remove your base primer.  In most cases a STAIN KILLER will have to be 
used or the graffiti will “bleed” through your repaint job.  Look for KILZ 
which comes in latex or oil and will prevent the “bleeding” through of all 
paints and markers.  KILZ is sold by the quart, gallon and now in spray 
cans. 

• Concrete or Brick:  Unpainted brick and concrete are easily cleaned by an 
environmentally safe product called PROCON and a pressure washer.  
PROCON is sold in gel form, liquid or spray.  You can purchase PROCON 
at most hardware stores. 

• Vinyl or Aluminum Siding:  PROCON and a pressure washer.  GOOF 
OFF is also productive. 

• Wood:  Graffiti allowed to remain on bare wood is difficult to remove and 
should be done as soon as possible.  Try PROCON of GOOF OFF GRAF-
FITI REMOVER which is sold in a 16oz spray can. (approximately $5.99)  If 
chemicals fail, you may have to use a power sander.  GOOF OFF GRAF-
FITI REMOVER is a great spray to have on hand as it works on most sur-
faces even somewhat on painted surfaces.  We have had great success 
with spraying a rag and wiping over the graffiti.  Some base paint may 
come off, BUT is less noticeable, than the graffiti.  GOOF OFF is great on 
small applications. 

 
If you have attempted to remove the graffiti and it will not come off or if you are 
physically unable to remove the graffiti the City of West Allis will remove the 
graffiti FREE OF CHARGE. 

Economic Development Committee 
Timothy Klare (Chair), Douglas Persich, DDS, Thomas Doyle, 

Mike Matel, Alex Geiger, Roberto Monteagudo, DDS,  
Sherry Saiki, Patrick Schloss (Ex Officio)  

The Economic Development Committee of the Downtown West 
Allis BID has been focusing its efforts on recruiting new  
businesses to the area. Specifically, the search is on for those 
that have been identified in the past as contributing to  
successful Main Streets, such as, bakeries, coffee shops, and 
specialty clothing stores. Destination businesses, those  
businesses that draw customers in from surrounding areas 
because they offer unique products and/or services, are also 
highly desirable.  
 
This past year, several buildings in the downtown have been 
renovated and are ready to go.  We just need good, viable busi-
nesses to move in. If you have any suggestions, please contact 
Brian or have them call him directly.  Relocation and signage 
grants are still available to assist selected businesses moving 
into the area. 
 
Your suggestions for possible businesses are encouraged and 
your participation at our monthly meetings is welcomed. The 
committee meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 
8AM in the conference room across from the BID offices.   
Meetings end promptly at 9AM. 
 
Sherry Saiki 
Committee Member 

TWO SMALL BUSINESSES MAKE BIG STRIDES IN  

COOPERATION 

 OK. . . So two strangers with two completely different businesses 
meet up and set up shop together. No fighting, no backstabbing, 
only good feelings and lots of hard work. How can this happen in 
our crazy, harried world? How can this last for one year without 
them killing each other?? 

Well, when you put two positive people like Kim Huber, owner of 
Kim’s Costumes Limited, and Sally LaFountain, owner of the White 
Buffalo Intertribal Store, together you get an excellent working  
partnership. They figured if big companies can go into business 
together without losing their identities why can’t two small  
businesses do the same? 

Last month, Kim and Sally celebrated their one-year anniversary 
together at the 7143 W. Greenfield location.  Congratulations to 
you both!!!   

So when you visit them you’ll see their end product: a positive  
environment with lots of good energy and a fun, interesting place to 
shop. A place where selling and renting costumes and selling 
American Indian items works better than anyone ever thought it 
would! 

Design Committee 
Alex Geiger (Chair), Jim Melotte, Jackie Ellington,  Steve Schaer,  

Brent Holmes, Jim Hoerig 
 

Two New Facades…...More To Come…..Two New Facades…...More To Come…..Two New Facades…...More To Come…..Two New Facades…...More To Come…..    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Design Committee Chairman 
Alex Geiger– Model Empire 
 

 
Join us at our next Design Committee meeting!  The Design Committee meets the 

2nd Wednesday every month at 8:00am at the BID office,  
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Promotions Committee 
Don Falk / Jim Mejchar (Co-Chair), Jim Melotte, Jackie Ellington, Gloria Hawkins, Brent Holmes, Eric Smith, Diane Brandt, Oz Karlsvik, 

Fred Gur,  Pam Zorko, Paul Kessler 

 

The Promotions Committee meets the second Tuesday of each month at 12Noon at the BID Office, 
7231 W. Greenfield Ave.  Please call Dianne @ 774-2676  prior to the meeting to let us know you 
plan on attending. 

On Sunday, October 2, 2005, the Downtown West Allis Business Improvement District welcomed over 200 classic cars and 
hundreds of visitors from Southeastern Wisconsin to the 15th Annual Classic Car Show. 
 
Twelve Classic car owners brought home thirteen trophies in Classes A through D and Imports.  The registered exhibitors 
selected the “Best of Show,” Phillip Rauch's white 1965 Pontiac 2x2, which will appear on the 2006 Classic Car Show  
collector t-shirt and all printed promotional items for this year’s event.  The “People’s Choice” winner, Joseph Waranka’s 
1932 Ford 5-window Coupe, was selected by the spectators.  West Allis Mayor Jeannette Bell chose Tom Whelan’s red 
1950 Studebaker Starlight Coupe for the “Mayor’s Choice” award.  Perfect weather contributed to the record number of  
exhibitors and spectators.   
 
Thank you to our valued sponsors who helped make the 15th Annual Classic Car show possible:  Avant-Garde Body 
Piercing, HUB South & West, McAdams Car Company, West Allis Dental Care, Model Empire, Freese’s Candy Shoppe, 

Alberti’s Trophies and Awards, B & K 
Bar Supplies, Benno’s Genuine Bar & 
Grill, Booked Solid and The Milwaukee 
Mile! 

THE 16TH ANNUAL  
DOWNTOWN WEST ALLIS  

CLASSIC CAR SHOW 
 

Sunday, October 1, 2006 
From 10:00am—3:00pm. 

 
We are encouraging local businesses to be a key sponsor of this autumn tradition.  Feel free to call 

the Downtown West Allis B.I.D. office at (414) 774-2676 to discuss this sponsorship opportunity. 
We are also looking for event volunteers and goody bag items. 

 
We need the help of each and every one of you to make this Classic Car Show  

one to remember!   

Phillip Rauch, Sr. of West Allis won 
the “2005 Best of Show” with his 
1965 Pontiac 2x2. 



The Downtowner is published Quarterly for the Downtown West Allis Business Merchants. 
Brian J. Preiss, Executive Director • 

7231 West Greenfield Avenue 
Downtown West Allis,  WI   53214 

Upcoming Events and Meetings 

       
   

 
  

Next Issues 
The next issue of “The Downtowner” will be distributed at the beginning of October.  If your business has any information you would like to be included in  
“The Downtowner”, please contact Brian or Dianne at 414-774-2676.  You can also submit your article via  fax at 414-774-7728 or e-mail at  
promotions@downtownwestallis.org.  The deadline is Friday, September 15, 2006. 

 

Visit our website! 

www.downtownwestallis.com 

Don’t forget to: 

Sunday, July 2nd  West Allis 4th of July Parade @ 3:00PM (Thru Downtown West Allis) 
Monday, July 3rd  Breakfast in the City Hall Courtyard @ 9:00PM 
Tuesday, July 4th  Grandstand Show & Fireworks at State Fair Park @ 6:30PM—9:30PM 
Tuesday, 11th  Promotions Committee meeting @ 12 Noon 
Wednesday, 12th  Design Committee meeting @ 8:00 AM 
Friday, 14th-15th  American Cancer Society  Relay for Life at Nathan Hale High School 
Tuesday, 18th  Economic Committee meeting @ 8:00 AM 
Wednesday, 26th  Board of Directors meeting @ 8:00 AM 
Sunday, 30th  5K Walk/Run/Picnic at McCarty Park @ 10:00AM 
Monday, 31st  West Allis National Night Out at Farmer’s Market @ 5:00PM—9:00PM  

July 

August 
 
Thursday, 3rd-13th  Wisconsin State Fair 
Tuesday, 8th  Promotions Committee meeting @ 12 Noon 
Wednesday, 9th  Design Committee meeting @ 8:00 AM 
Tuesday, 15th  Economic Committee meeting @ 8:00 AM 
Wednesday, 30th  Board of Directors meeting @ 8:00 AM 

September 
 
Tuesday, 12th  Promotions Committee meeting @ 12 Noon 
Wednesday, 13th  Design Committee meeting @ 8:00 AM 
Saturday, 16th  West Allis Arts A’Fair /Downtown Walking Tour @ 10:00 AM—4:00 PM  
Tuesday, 19th  Economic Committee meeting @ 8:00 AM 
Friday, 22nd-24th  Harvest Fair at Wisconsin State Fair Park 
Saturday, 23rd  City Open House @ 10:00 AM—2:00 PM Displays, tours and refreshments. 
Wednesday, 27th  Board of Directors meeting @ 8:00 AM 


